   EDISON HOUSING AUTHORITY                                      
REGULAR BOARD MEETING
                                                 July 9, 2013    9:00 PM  
                   MINUTES

The Regular Meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Edison Housing Authority was held at the Robert Holmes Gardens Community Room
Those in attendance were: Chairman Carlos Sanchez, Vice Chairman Walter Szoludko, Commissioner Kathryn Neal, Commissioner Barry Telesnick, Commissioner Raymond Koperwhats  and Executive Director Madeline Cook, Attorney Terrence Corriston
Motion to accept minutes of the Board Meeting of June 11, 2013
Motion: Commissioner Neal
Second: Commissioner Telesnick
Approved as follows:

            AYES
       NAYS
ABSTAIN      ABSENT

Commissioner Koperwhats

   X
Commissioner Neal                               X
Commissioner Telesnick      

   X     

Vice Chairman Szoludko   
     
   X
Chairman Sanchez


   X
Resolution 7-13-1 to authorize Vouchers for Business, Professional Services, Salaries and taxes in the amount of $42,517.53
Motion:
Commissioner Neal
Second:
Commissioner Koperwhats
Approved as follows:

            AYES
       NAYS
ABSTAIN      ABSENT

Commissioner Koperwhats

   X
Commissioner Neal

     
   X

                                        
Commissioner Telesnick      

   X

Vice Chairman Szoludko   

   X

Chairman Sanchez


   X  
Resolution 7-13-2 to approve travel for Commissioner, Executive Director & Staff for NJAHRA & NJ/NAHRO conferences in September & November 2013 respectively
Approved as follows:

            AYES
       NAYS
ABSTAIN      ABSENT

Commissioner Koperwhats

   X

Commissioner Neal

     
   X

                                        
Commissioner Telesnick

   X

Vice Chairman Szoludko   
               X

Chairman Sanchez


   X  
Resolution 7-13-3 appointing Kevin Kennedy to Special Counsel to the Edison Housing Authority in connection with Camp Kilmer and matter involving the Edison Affordable Housing Corp

Approved as follows:




      
AYES

NAYS

ABSTAIN
ABSENT
Commissioner Koperwhats
      X

Commissioner Neal

      X

Commissioner Telesnick            




X*

Vice Chair Szoludko
                  X

Chairman Sanchez                        X

Comm. Telesnick declared that Attorney Kennedy is doing some personal work for him

Resolution 7-13-4 – declaring emergency repairs for underground hot water supply line at Julius Engel Gardens

Approved as follows:





AYES

NAYS

ABSTAIN
ABSENT
Commissioner Koperwhats
       X

Commissioner Neal
                   X

Commissioner Telesnick               X

Vice Chair Szoludko                     X

Chairman Sanchez                        X

Meeting Opened to Public:  9:12 PM
Chairman Sanchez opened the meeting to the public and welcomed those tenants in attendance.  He said he was pleased to see that tenants were finally attending a meeting.  He reminded them to say their name and address before speaking.

Janice Pyror – 1A Graham Avenue – Ms. Pryor said that the dog owners in the complex are not properly walking their dogs.  She said many of the dog owners are allowing their pet to relieve themselves in the playground area and not picking up after their dogs.  She also feels dogs should not be allowed to urinate in this area because children play there.

She also complained about the wood chips.  Chair Sanchez explained that HUD had done an inspection of the playground an approved the chips for safety.  Chair Sanchez said this is why the tenants need an association, but no one wants to volunteer or give up their time.
Laura Grayer, 11A Lyle Place – Ms. Grayer also complained about dogs being allowed to relieve themselves and not cleaning up.  She said she was sure whose dog left a mess in front of apartment.  Ex.Dir Cook said maybe Ms. Grayer could ask if her neighbors saw anything.  Chair Sanchez said it is important that we have witnesses.. 

Lastly Ms. Grayer asked the Commissioners if anything could be done about not charging a late fee on her rent because her check comes are the third of the month.  Chair Sanchez said that these are federal regulations that a housing authority tenants pay late fees for the rent being late.  He also suggested may be Ms. Grayer could budget ahead and try to get ahead a month.

Ms. Grayer answered if she could do that she wouldn’t have to pay the extra $20 each and wanted to know what happens to that money.
Chair Sanchez let Ms. Grayer know that the last comment was very upsetting.  He said he volunteers his time as a Commissioner as do all the other Commissioner.  He said he could be home with his family, but rather is here because he feels he is doing something to help the community.  Sanchez said when someone insinuates that he or his Commissioners are doing something with Authority funds he totally resent such accusations.  Ms. Grayer said she wasn’t accusing anyone of anything.  Chair Sanchez that is how it sounded to him.

Commissioner Neal asked to introduce the young people in attendance who are working at the mentoring center to set up program for the youth in the complex

Commissioner Telesnick moved to close the public portion and it was seconded by Commissioner Neal.  Unanimous vote to close public portion.

Adjournment
Motion to adjourn by Comm. Telesnick and seconded by Comm. Koperwhats.

Adjourned Unanimously at  9:50 PM

\
 Meeting opened to the public:  8:55
Motion to adjourn:   
Commissioner:  Telesnick
Commissioner: Szoludko
                                                          AYES
       NAYS
ABSTAIN      ABSENT



                                                                                                                          Commissioner Koperwhats

     X                                                           
Commissioner
Mistretta

     X
Commissioner Neal

     
     X
Commissioner Telesnick

     X

Vice Chair Szoludko


     X

Chairman Sanchez


     X 

Meeting Adjourned 8:55PM

__________________________________________

Madeline Cook, Secretary

Executive Director
